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which now stand in the way of its realization. In order to give this decla-
ration the fullest authority, the statement which I am now making to you will
be circulated today as a White Paper to both Houses of Parliament, and the
Government will ask Parliament to approve it this week.

MR. GANDHI . Prime Minister and Friends, the privilege and
the responsibility of moving a vote of thanks to the Chair have been
entrusted to me, and I have taken up the responsibility and the
privilege with the greatest pleasure. It is not expected of any
single one of us, and least of all of me, that I should say on this
occasion anything whatsoever about the weighty pronouncement
to which we have all just listened. A chairman who conducts the
proceedings of his meeting in a becoming and courteous manner
is always entitled to a vote of thanks, whether those who compose
the meeting agree with the decisions taken at the meeting, or with
the decisions that may be given by the Chairman himself.

Sir, I know that yours was a double duty. You had not only
to conduct the proceedings of the Conference with becoming dig-
nity and with impartiality, but you had often to convey the deci-
sions of His Majesty's Government. And your final act in the Chair
has been to convey the considered decision of His Majesty's Gov-
ernment over the many matters on which this Conference has deli-
berated. I propose to omit that part of your task; but for me the
pleasanter part is how you have conducted the proceedings, and
let me congratulate you upon the lessons that you have given us
so often in time-sense. Chairmen often neglect that very elemen-
tary duty, and I must confess in my country almost with tiresome
regularity. We are not credited with proper time-sense. Prime
Minister, it will be my pleasant and bounden duty to give to my
countrymen when I return to India what the British Prime Minis-
ter has done in the matter of time-sense.

The other thing that you have shown us is your amazing in-
dustry. Brought up in your hard Scotch climate, you have not
known what rest is, and you have not allowed us also to know
what rest is. With, shall I say, almost unexampled ferocity you
worked every one of us, including old men like my friend and
revered brother Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and equally old
men like me. You have worked almost to exhaustion, with a piti-
lessness worthy of a Scotsman like you, my friend and revered
leader Mr. Sastn. You let us know yesterday that you knew his
physical condition, but before a sense of duty you set aside all these
personal considerations. All honour to you for that, and I shall
treasure this amazing industry of yours.